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S.H.ARE. Fest, formerly Sam\o\ Holloco Festival, \oeqaw n the
fall of 1990 i Perry Caom’ro\, PA, on fifteen acres of meadocw
and woodland oconed by Mark Whi’rmoqev. Mark's homestead is
tucked acay i the velative seclusion of Sandy Hollocs, and
wncludes his house and qaraqe, an old stone srriwo\hoase and
a vustic barm overlookivw] a srrinq—fea\ Fa""\' The Fam\ i
suvrounded by meadocs, chich are survounded by forested
ria\a‘es, all res’rivw‘ near the eastern end of the county. Ruval
Perry Caom’ro\ 13 Feorlea\ by a mix of “qaoa\ old boys and
a‘irls“ coith Aeelv voots in this vocky soil, and "necocomers’ coho
maéHo\ commate to the Hawis\ou(q/Carlisle area. one can live
n Perry Cauw’ro\ for many years and still Le a "wecocomer”.

W 1989 Mark's brother Neil W‘n&mao\er Leo]aw Flao\iwo‘ music
cith some wecw friends from avound the Saé:laehavwm Valley,
iwclm\ivw‘ o‘ai’mvié’rs Mike Banks and 8ill Rogers, Fen',assiovﬁs’r
Lance Clecwett, 6ivw]er Conni Weller, and bassist Jason Hollay.
Earth Day 1990 marked the \oeo\iwwimo‘ of a modest sevies of
masical/environmental qa’r\neriqu, hosted by Neil at his cabin
on Rattlesnake Ria\qe, neay Sam\q Holloco. Meancohile, Mark
had established a tvadition of autumn o\a’rheriw"s n Sandy
Holloco, fea’mvivw‘ volleyball, Lowfires, food and dvink, acoustic
masic, that sort of ’rlniwo‘. When Neil's events aa’ra‘rew the
cabin, he and Mark blended the two civcles of friends mto
one larqer a‘a’rherivw], on Ser’rember 29, 1990. This s the
event that s often referved to as the first Savw\c\ Holloco



Festival, because the festivals qrec Airec’rlo\ out of this qe’r-
%ao]e’rlner.

The debate qoes on as to hoco many festivals have actaally
taken Flace, and one veason for this ancertainty is whether
to wmclade fall 1990. While cer’rainlq festive, i+ cas hau\lo\
ehat most Feorle could call a festival. Rauqklo\ fifty Fearle,
many of ¢ohom Fi’rdnea\ tents for the V\io]k’r, danced Yo
%hmwn-’roqe’rlner live music, barned a lot of fivecood, ate
Fa’rlack food, and Jdiscussed the issues of the day nto the
cee hours. The hat cwas I?aééea\ to vaise a donation for the
C\nesareake Bay Foundation. But move imrar’mvx’rlo\, a maqical
seed coas Flaw’ru\ that coeekend.

That seed o]ermina’rea\ nto the "Free Slviri’r Potlack Zlb",
Frolaellea\ by 2 "live cwive®, vecent CZanadian immia'mvﬁ Shacon
Drain, a.lavw\ cith her Amevican hasband Dave. The Drains
shared their abandant enerqy and helrea\ s ’rhmaqln the
cinter with events like the "Zabin Fever Suvrvival Dawnce”.
Neil, Mike, Comni and friends FroviAeA live mausic. These and
other events that spranq ap from the Sandy Holloco event
lnelloea\ to foster the voots music scene in central PA. The
aforementioned mausicians formed the band that's kwocon ’raa\ao\
as quivw] Colovs. The band still Flao\s at S H.ARE. festivals
and other events avound central PA.

Mark and Neil Whi’rmm‘ev, ’roqe’rker with Mike Banks and a
broader qroup of friends, decided to stage a more organiyed
event the fallowivm‘ 6|7rivw]. on May 18, 11 the first Sam\o\
Holloco Festival Yook Flace, and chile still small by festival



standards, & was a success by angq measure. \deas for a
FermavreM s’raa'e and dance floor floated about. So far the
makeshift s*aqe had been wnext to the I?aveA voad, and a
Fermavreﬁ location coas tested out for the fall ‘Al event. A
move substantial, bat still ’remromrq, 6\'4&\2 cas bailt for
the october 12-12 festival, beneath one of the towo o‘io‘aw\'ic
Sycamoves in Mark's o\au\. To avod w’r’riwo] anyq more lumber
than wecessary, since this 6’(40‘2 coas still ’remramrq, it cas
bailt vather tall, and came Yo be knocww a.mavw]s’r the
measicians as the "Nosebleed S’mqe“.

Up to this Faivx’r the live measic van only on Saturday. Bat on
Sam\ao\ of the vawn-soaked fall 'l festival a wew band formed
on the sro’r, when Canadian couvﬂ'(v\ star Camevon Molloy
aFFearea\ on the scene like awn aFFaYiHaw m his clean clo’rhivxq
and 6|70’r|e66, ehite stetson, and L,eqaw sivw‘ivw\ and Flao\ivw] his
a‘ui’rar for the mad-covered masses. one by one, the
masicians on hand coke to the masic and made their way
to the s’mo‘e, ehich cas the only dry Flace anyeay. Add
bass, add drams, Yoo more quihws, mandolin, Congas, even a
little flute. Zameron's solo set morlvheA nto an eio‘h’r-riece
band, and lasted seven solid houvrs. The Sandy Holloco Bog
Band cwas born, and to this dagq the boys still thrill
SHARE. Fest crocods cith their lively country vock, and
they still have a caq of a\mwiwq n the vam.

By the srrivw\ of ‘2 a Fermawew’r s’mo]e had been bailt for
the Memorvial Day weekend event, and the addition of Friday
vﬁqH masic cas kicked off by local musical quevw\s, Trick
Bag. A anique feature of the srrino‘ ‘2 qa’rlneriwo‘ i$ that own



Savw\ao\ the entive festival, tents and sound 6c‘s¥em and all,
moved five miles Yo Warm Srrivw‘s Laa\o\e, and merqea\ coth
another siyeable qa’rherivmq.

Meanwhile the music wever G*OFFQA. Flo\iwo] colovs coas FW\‘M
to caraci’(q evocods avound central PA and amaésiwq a
sigeable mailivw] list, cohich cwas mcluded m the festival
mailivuqs. The fall "2 festival, over Labor Day weekend, cas
so well attended that the o]raam\s and the wolunteer staff
cere wearly overchelmed. As a vesdlt of this sa\oevivw‘
eocreriewce, seveval measures cwere ewnacted over the cinter,
iwclm\ivw‘ the formation of the wow-rmﬁ’r Sandy Holloco Arts
and Recreation for the Ewvironment (S.H.ARE.). The ’rauo‘ln
decision was made to hold the festivals by invi’m’riaw-owlo\,
thas Iimi’rivw] attendance to a mamqeable sige crocd of like-
minded Feorle. S.HARE. has aleoays strived to create a
family-friendiy a%masrlnere.

A éhmvw‘ if looselq kwit family cas farmiwa' avound the
festivals and velated activities. Unlike the early days when 4
very fec Feorle cove many hats and worked themselves to
ecdhaustion, doyens of volunteers shocwed up at orqanigea
coovk coeekends to prepare for the events. S.H.ARE. had
taken on a life of s ocon, and the feelimq of communi’rq
¢oas $o 6Havw‘ that sometimes even teoo o]a’r\nerivw\s a year
seemed like wot ewough. This desive for a commanity of
kindred Fealvle contributed mio‘k’rilo\ to the Foralavih\ of Flo\iwq
Colovs, cho coevre Ferfarmivxq move and move freqluewHo\
avound the area. The band became a miiature Sam\o\



Holloco Festival on the voad, and Feolale crocwded the vewues
as mauch for the o\aoA company as for the music.

By May 2123, 1113 the srrivw\ festival had settled on the
second coeekend after Mothers' Day, while the fall dates
moved to accommodate Perry CLounty’s Little Buffalo Festival
of the Arts, due Yo averlarrino] interests. Besri’re the
"nvitation awlo\" status, attendance cwas o\mwiwo‘ aqaivw, and
jumped considerably on October 1-3. Flying CLolors' sphere coas
eqcram\iwq as cell, and shows outside central PA o‘evxem’rea\
new connections cotth (eqiovml bawnds. Many had been kearinq
dbout the Sandy Holloco Festivals, and wanted to Flao\ theve.
The Giant Pandas, Solar civeus (noco Juoﬂliwq Suns) and
Garinch weve amawqé’r the first veaonal bands to qrace the
S.H.A.RE. shzo]e. be;lvi’re the fact that festival bands receive
a fraction of their wormal F(ice, the 1aali’ro\ of bands 1aeaivm'
to play the festivals ncreased to the Faiw’r eheve Flo\iwq
colovs (elimjuiéhea\ their adtomatic Satarday vﬁo]k’r timeslot Yo
accommodate all the talent. The S.HARE. crocwd can't be
beat when it comes to L,rivm'ivm' out the best n their
performers, and theve's never been a band that didnt cwant
to come back for move.

As the festival qreco, anfortamately o did the friction cith
some of the locals. Even ’rhaaqk nwo ovdinances coere \Deiqu
violated, and the festivals cwere Feaceful, clean and
resrec’rful, some Fearle evidently feel threatened by awﬁhivxq
different, and the o]aaa\—ala\—\oac\ neteork closed v on S.H.ARE.
WM 1998, m a backhanded move the cZavvoll Tawvﬁhir
Surervisoré accused S.H.ARE. of mvmivw] an illeo\al



cammmawA, and FYQQQV\"Q&\ the qroup eith the choice of
fallawiwq the hawvwshir‘s anreasonable o\uia\eliweé for mvmivxo‘ a
cammraam\, or facivw‘ a costly qual battle. LUnrelated
conflicts cwithin the S.HARE. circle had left the memberslnir
m a havd Flace evewn priov to the ’mwvnslnir‘s attack on the
qroep, and the will to take on an even \oioﬂer fio‘h’r si\mrlv\
coasn't there. Sadly, the final Sandy Holloco Festival n Sandy
Holloco had alveady Fassea\, and o one knecw tt.

As mauch as everyone loved Sawa\o\ Holloco, t coas wot the
Fh‘»\éiCal location, but this qrouping of free—sriri’rea\ people that
as angue, and 6’r(avu1 of €|vi(i’r. This cas demonstrated by
the fact that from the time the decision was made Yo find a
necw location for the festival, ovly eio‘h’reew Aao\s Fassea\ antil
the srrivw‘ A7 event materialiyed. The shocw went on at a
Freviaaslo\ am\evelorea\ location, also w Pervy Cauw’ro\. one
could corite a short story about this qarqaw%mn effort alone,
from cleaviwq anderbrash Yo movivw] tons of qear (iwclua\ivw\
an entive é’rao\e). t cas a Aeﬁvﬁwo‘ moment i the hié’roro\ of
S.H.A.RE. Pearle L,ea'avu to vealiye hoc imlaadavﬁ it was Yo
one another to keeF camivw] ’roo\dher.

The immediate availability of this alternative site kelrea\ the
festival 6’(40\ alive, bat it didnt tarn out to be cwell suited
for the Iava van. By fall 2000 the festival had moved Yo a
for-vent faclity far coest of Hawisbarq near the Maryland
border. After Yoo tvies at this venue the eneray shll coasn't
riq\n’r, s0 SH.ARE. decided wot to 90 back, even ’rhaao\ln wo
alternative had been secured. Burvout coas 6e’r’riwq v, alon

cith fears that the qroup mio‘ln’r not hold ’raqeﬂner. Even this



e«zcela’riovmllc‘ Feace-laviwq qroup of kind souls, it tams out,
tas wot immane from internal conflict and small-scale Fali’rics.
Volunteerism Ararlpea\ off and some of the oriqivml key Flac\em
fell acay. The Yemaiwiwq cove Flao\e% coeve feelivw] a lack of
saﬂaar’r. The music seemed to Le faAivw].

WM a Fiva’ml move, S.HARE. decided to ’nro\ a wno-bands
coeekend camraa* at a site closer to home, for fall 2001
This Frovea\ to be a Aeﬁwiwo] moment i S.HARE.'S history
because ... the Fearle came! Many of the extended family
shocoed up- This qa’rlnerivw] fostevred Iavw] lnealivw] civcles chere
Feolole veally Foarea\ theiv hearts out about what S.H.ARE.
means to them. & was beaatiful and rejuvenating,

This o‘a’rheviwo‘ also qewem’rea\ the fivst extended email list,
ehich immediately connected the commemity i a meach
qun’rer tay Even as the qrocp searched for get awother
new home, most Feolvle still veferred to the festivals as
Sandy Holloco Festival, reflec’rivw] the feelivw\ that came out of
the fall ‘01 qa%herivw‘. Sandy Holloco rerresew’rs move than
mevely the qeaqmrkical voots of S.HARE. tt is Sriri’r, and it
is this collective ériri’r that doesn't die.

(3 ’remr’riw" to list the fall 2001 o]a’rheriwo‘ as one of the
festivals, cwhich lnellvs to farther eexrlaiw the confusion about
hoco many festivals have been held. Ansther major
a\evelarmew’r of this qa’r\neriwo‘ was the offer to use yet
another venue for the wext festival. n slwivw\ 2002 the
festival moved Yo a farm located betcseen Hawis\oarq and



Yovrk. This location coorked out ’rlnmaa'h srvivmq festival 2003,
but once aa'aiw the qroup coas camrellea\ to move.

t seemed that time miqh’r van out and awnother festival be
skiﬂvea\, then a S.H.ARE. member from up the Suéjuehavma
steered the qroap Yocards a user-friendly, “Flaq-iw-aw&-o‘o"
facility i the hills of Union County. Beo]ivw\ivw] cith the fall
2002 festival, this excellent venue has become S.H.A.RE.'s
home. The SHARE crowd enjoys the hot showers and modeww
kitchew, among other features. Even harricane Wan n
Selv’rem\oer 2004 couldnt vuin the event at this wlveriar
facili’rv\.

Neil whi’rmoo\er % covﬁemlvla’rim] an e«ram\ea\, move detailed
hié’mﬂ\ of SHARE., and laakivw‘ for contributions from
S.HARE. members, Farhwla\flo\ the “Iavm'-’rimers“. Ama’givmqlo\
theve is wo camrlde vecovd, for eacamrle, of chich bands
Ferfarmea\ at which festivals. And the Fassi\oili’ries for "side
stovies" are haa‘e. Neil is askivw] You Yo take some time and
write about Yoar ocon Fersovml SHARE eexrerievmce(s). Hoco
did You come nto the civcle? What's the fuwniest ’rhivwi You
ever sacw at a festival? How has Your mvolvement
S.HARE. chaquea\ Yoar life? Or qoar childven's lives? What
was your veaction the first time You saco Star Ca.mr? What
bands most imrre%ea\ You? ou qe\' the dea. You dom't weed
to Le a o]ooa\ cviter. Neil will Yake care of the ea\i’rivw], ete.
Feel free to contact Neil cith contributions, ideas or
1ues’riav1$ at écklarrc\@ear’rhlink.neh



